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www.valpo.ushe opening of Central Park Plaza has been 

a reason for the city to celebrate. “What a great 
time for our city. We’re so pleased to see months of planning and 
partnerships take shape in a community-wide gathering space,” 
said Mayor Jon Costas. Even better was the fact that the park was 
created without raising taxes, borrowing money or issuing bonds.

Yet the opening festivities were just the beginning for Valparaiso 
as the revitalized downtown continues to make the city a regional 
destination. Just ask business owners like Jeanette Binder whose 
family has owned and operated Martin Binder Jeweler downtown 
for 62 years. “The downtown is on the upswing. As you look 
around, you’re seeing a much warmer downtown,” she said, noting 
that her business appreciates the new faces and visitors downtown. 

Some of the new faces will be business owners as new businesses 
continue to get excited about investing in Valparaiso. Cory and Blair 
Muro have chosen Valparaiso for their new farm-to-table restaurant, 
The Valley, scheduled to open in October at 55 Franklin St. “We 
chose Valparaiso because the city is doing a lot to make it a nice 
place. We wanted to jump on the bandwagon and support them, 
because we knew they would support us,” said Cory Muro.

“The good just builds. The improvements to downtown bring 
added traffic, which brings added business, which brings added 
income and jobs. We’re doing our best to add value to our city for 
generations to come,” said Mayor Jon Costas.
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Central Park Plaza has become a regional destination, complete 
with Splash Pad, Porter Health Amphitheater and plenty of green 
space for gathering. The new park and revitalized downtown are 
drawing new businesses and shoppers to the entire city.
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City’s 2012 Budget Succeeds in Saving 
The city has introduced a 2012 budget that totals nearly $16,000 less 

than in 2011. “Creating an effective budget that spends even less than the 

past year is an extraordinary accomplishment. We asked departments to under 

spend in 2011 and to work together to find efficiencies. Their successes add 

up to savings for the city,” said Mayor Jon Costas.     Continued on next page.$
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Dear Citizens:

It’s always hard to say goodbye 
to summer, but this summer was 
particularly great. I truly enjoyed 
seeing so many happy faces at 
our new Central Park Plaza. What 
fun we had at the concerts, the 

Farmer’s Market and Movie Nights. 
The good news is that we have 

many years of fun 
to look forward to at 
Central Park. Thanks 
to all of the people 
and organizations 
who made this 
park possible – and 
without additional 
taxes or bonds. 

Central Park is a brick and stone 
example of a community working 
together. And it’s driving more good 
things downtown, all year long.

Summer usually signals the end of 
road construction, but we’re just 
digging in for the new roundabout 
project at Silhavy and Vale Park 
Road. That project will add so much 
efficiency to one of our busiest 
intersections and we welcome its 
completion in 2012. We also look 
forward to welcoming in a number of 
new businesses and new jobs and to 
adopting a fiscal budget that offers 
even more savings over last year.

Good things create good things and 
we’ve got the ball rolling. Visit us at 
www.valpo.us for all the latest.

Visit www.valpo.us for
City News, Announcements & Events

Sincerely,

Jon Costas
Mayor

Looking Good
Visual Valpo Working 
to Make City Better

The Visual Valpo program is working well, making us all “city inspectors” and 
giving us ways to easily report problems that compromise public safety or 

appearance, such as a fallen sign, a malfunctioning light or a pothole. The system 
is averaging about 1.3 requests per day and most are resolved the same day. 
“By giving citizens an easy way to interact with us, we can respond that much 
quicker,” said Tony Reid, Assistant Director of Public Works.

As we begin to see more hours of darkness, the city reminds citizens to use Visual 
Valpo to report problems with streetlights or other safety concerns. If you spot 
something amiss, Visual Valpo encourages you to report it in one of three easy ways:

Call the Visual Valpo line at 548-4850 and leave a message 
detailing the location and nature of the problem.

Text your message to 313131. Your initial message must 
say “visualvalpo” only. Text your issue after receiving the 
confirmation message. 

Report online at www.valpo.us/requesttracker.aspx or clicking 

on the “Let us Know” tab on the city’s homepage, www.valpo.us.

In all cases, your message will be directed to the proper department for 
prompt attention. A free cell phone app for iphone is also available (called “Citizen 
Request Tracker), which provides a shortcut to the online request base. 

City’s 2012 Budget Succeeds in Saving
Continued from front page.

The 2012 budget totals $25.6 million and includes 2 percent raises for 
employees, the first raises in three years. “Departments are being creatively 

frugal – doing things like replacing outside services with an inexpensive, used 
bucket truck and a part-time employee to maintain city lights. We’re working 
together. When Parks needs a tree removed, they call on Public Works to come 
in and do the job in-house,” said Bill Oeding, City Administrator.

In addition to creating efficiencies in the overall budget, the city has been able 
to accumulate nearly $4 million in a rainy day fund. “The rainy day fund actually 
helps us to save even more as we can borrow from the fund rather than from 

Treasurer since 1984. The city has also banked funds in a cumulative capital 
development (CCD) fund, which makes it possible to make necessary purchases 
without passing the expense on to taxpayers. Recently this fund helped the 
police department purchase safety equipment and the building department was 
able to replace some aging trucks with more efficient models. “In a time when 
most communities are struggling to pay the bills, Valparaiso has managed to live 
within its means and build a reassuring savings,” said Costas.
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the Bond Bank, when necessary,” said Sharon Swihart who has served as Clerk 



Astate-of-the-art senior care campus is coming to 
Valparaiso at 2400 Silhavy Rd. The facility represents 

a $12.2 million investment and will include 136 beds, 
offering a combination of hotel-style living, private rooms 
and social amenities, including restaurant-style dining 
for those who need skilled nursing and assisted living 
or short-term rehab. The facility is being constructed by 
Mainstreet Property Group and operated by Trilogy. It is 
estimated to have an economic impact of more than $8 
million annually. 

“We’re pleased to welcome this exciting new development 
to Valparaiso. Not only does it add a new option for 
state-of-the-art healthcare, but it provides quality jobs 
and added commerce to our community,” said Matt 
Murphy, the city’s Economic Development Director. The 
development is expected to open in February 2012 and 
is estimated to have a total economic impact of $92.3 
million over a 10-year period, including its construction.

The new senior care campus is scheduled to open in February, adding 
145 jobs and $92.3 million to the local economy over a 10-year period.

New Healthcare Campus 
Coming to Valparaiso
$12.2 million development 
will add 145 jobs

Sign Up Today!
Smart 911 Helps Emergency 
Responders to Help You

A new county-wide service gives residents the 

option of providing emergency responders 

with information to speed help when needed. 

Through the new Smart 911 system, residents can 

privately and securely register important information 

from the location of bedrooms and number of 

residents to types of medical conditions or disabilities 

such as wheelchair usage or deafness. The service, 

which is free to residents, also allows users to link their 

mobile phone number to their household so the 911 

dispatch center instantly knows the address of the 

caller’s residence.

“Having added information beforehand can help us 

get to patients that much quicker,” said Dan Lamb, 

Assistant Fire Chief. “Say we have an elderly person 

who needs our help, and they cannot unlock their 

door to let us in, just knowing ahead of time where 

we can access a key or other means of entry to the 

home can save us precious minutes,” he said.

Porter County is the first in Indiana to utilize the 

system, though it’s been used successfully in many 

communities nationwide. Valparaiso’s Mayor’s Advisory 

Council on Disabilities brought the service to the 

county’s attention and it was initiated early in August. 

Visit www.smart911.com to register your information 
for free. For residents who are not online, contact 
Smart 911 by phone at 508-532-8907.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Parking across sidewalks or crosswalks is prohibited!
The city is working hard to be pedestrian friendly. Please don’t restrict  

the movement of walkers or wheelchair users by parking over the  
pedestrian right-of-way. Violators are subject to ticketing and fines.

Smart 911
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Check us out! 
Use this code with your 
smartphone to access 
the city’s new site or visit 

www.valpo.us 

Y I K E S !
Emerald Ash Borer is Here

T he emerald ash borer (EAB) is 
an invasive beetle from Asia that 

attacks and kills North American 
ash trees. “Emerald ash borers have 
been found in Valparaiso and we’re 
working as a city to address inevitable 
problems,” said Steve Martinson, the 
city’s Horticulture Superintendent. 
“Fortunately our city has established a 
tree fund collected from donations and 
matching funds so that we can replace 
affected trees,” he said. 

Protect your landscape
Martinson recommends that residents 
try to stay ahead of the beetles by 
removing vulnerable trees and planting 
replacements from a list of suggested 
trees, available at www.valpo.us. 

For further information, contact the county 
extension office at 219.465.3555 or visit 
http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/EAB/.

Leave your Leaves 
Notes about leaf pick-up
The city’s fleet of leaf trucks and vacuums are geared up and ready to begin 

as soon as the trees let loose this fall. “We aim to get through the entire city 
each week,” said Matt Evans, Public Works Director. Occasional Saturday pick 
ups may be added to the heaviest part of the season. 

In Your Neighborhood
When it comes to leaves, remember:

•	Generally, leaves will be picked up on the same day 
as trash. 

•	Crews will begin at 7 am and continue until dark,  
if necessary.

•	Leave your leaves in the right-of-way—off the street 
—for pick up. 

•	Leaves should be the only thing in the pile –  
no sticks, bricks, boards or other items. 

•	Although it’s preferable to leave leaves unbagged 
and uncovered, leaves may be placed in 
biodegradable bags (NO plastic) or covered with a 
tarp at the curb to prevent them from blowing. 

•	For more information about leaf pick up, or other 
services of Public Works, visit the city’s web site at 
www.valpo.us. 

Get Your Mailbox Ready for Winter
To accommodate snow plows this winter, be sure your mailbox does not extend 
past the curb and that it’s secure enough to stand up to the weight of inevitable 
snow and ice that may be pushed to the side by plows. Public Works cannot be 
responsible for improperly placed mailboxes.

The emerald ash 
borer is a bright 
metallic green color 
and is smaller than 
a penny.
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