RESOLUTION NO. 3, 2002
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF OUR STEEL INDUSTRY

WHEREAS, the United Steel industry has been harmed by a record surge of steel imports into
this country since 1998; and

WHEREAS, the increased imports has resulted in the loss of more than 27,000 steel workers jobs
nationwide and resulted in 30 steel company bankruptcies; and

WHEREAS, the increase in imports has resulted in financial losses for the remaining domestic
steel companies; and

WHEREAS, the bankruptcies, job losses and financial losses are contributing to the current
economic slow down and have had a serious impact on Northwest Indiana and Porter County
and many residents in the City of Valparaiso; and

WHEREAS, a strong steel industry is necessary to a healthy economy in Northwest Indiana and
Porter County and the City of Valparaiso.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Valparaiso as
follows:

(1) The Common Council urges President Bush to impose ﬂ‘é} appropriate tariffs on
imported steel on such terms and conditions that are necessary to protect the domestic
steel industry and that this tariff cover the full range of products produced in this
country, and

(2) That the Common Council of the City of Valparaiso urges the President to act on the

proposed tariffs in a swift and certain manner and begin to address the remaining issues
of consolidation, retiree, health care liabilities and loss of jobs.

Dated thisg._f day of February, 2002 by a_7-2 vote of all members present and voting.

Aaron Carlberg Al Eisenmenge
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Fred Kruyr
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Donald Ragsd‘a‘ie Jan Dick

5udy Dofris

ATTEST:

Sharon Swihart, Clerk-Treasurer
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Crown Point City Council (219)662-8094
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CITY OF CROWN POINT
101 East North Street
Crown Point, Indiana 46307

James D. Metras, Mayor

Janis Flutka, Clerk Treavurer

To:  Lake and Porter County Municipal Governments
From: Bob Corbin
5* District Crown Point City Council
Telephone: (219) 662-8094
Date: February 6, 2002

Re:  Resolution in support of our steel industry

(&002/004

Paul Bremer, 1* District Gity Council
Steve Fariey, 2™ Distriet City Council
Pam Roth, 3" District City Council
Blll Condron, #* District Clty Council
Bob Corbin, 5* District City Council
Mike Conquest, City Council at Large
Jim Wirtz, City Councll at Large

Following is a copy of an editorial appearing in the Tuesday, February 6, 2002, edition of “The
Times” newspaper. We all are aware of the plight of the American steel industry, and what its

demise means to the constituents we all serve as elected officials.

On February 4, the Crown Point City Council adopted a resolution in support of our steel industry
and urging President Bush to take action to impose a tariff on foreign steel being illegally dumped in
the United States. A copy of our resolution is attached. The Crown Point City Council usually is not
in the business of asking the President of the United States to act on specific issues. However, if the
municipal governments in Northwest Indiana collectively would consider a similar resolution,
perhaps it would assist Congressman Visclosky in his efforts to save the steel industry which has
made such an enormous contribution to our communities and those we serve.
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February &, 2002

. " The City of Crown Point Resolution

Whereas the United States steel industry has been severely harmed by a record surge of
steel imports into the United States since 1998.

Whereas this surge in imports has resulted in the loss of more than 27,000 steel worker
jobs and is the imminent cause of 30 steel company bankruptcies.

Whereas the import surge has also forced the United States steel industry into reduced
volume, lower prices, and financial losses.

Whereas on October 22, 2001, the Intemnational Trade Commission (ITC) determined that
the domestic steel industry has been severely injured by the import surge.

Whereas the United States steel industry has massive retiree health care liabilities that
total $13,000,000,000 and cost the steel industry almost
$1,000,000,000 annually.

‘Whereas these health care liabilities pose a significant barrier to steel industry
consolidation and rationalization that could improve the financial condition of the

industry and reduce the impact of foreign imports.

Whereas steel company bankruptcies, job losses, and financial losses are contributing to
the Nation’s current economic slowdown and arc having serious negative effects on the
tax base of cities, counties, and States, and on the essential health, education, and
municipal services that these government entities provide to their citizens.

Whereas a strong stee] industry is necessary to a healthy economy and to the adequate
defense preparedness of the United States.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Crown
Point, Indiana, as follows:

That the City of Crown Point calls on President Bush to impose tariffs of 40 percent on
imported steel for the duration of four years, due to the severity of the damage to the
domestic industry. The tariff must cover the full range of products where injury has been
found by the ITC. These products include slabs, all flat roll, steel pipe and tubes, rebar,
and other long products, and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City of Crown Point calls on President Bush to act on these tariffs
in an expedited manner to provide essential relief to the domestic steel industry, and be it
further .

RESOLVED: That the City of Crown Point calls on the federal government to take
immediate action with regards to the removal of the principal barrier to consolidation,
retiree health care liabilities, that certain steelmakers have accrued through prior
restructuring actions as well as those that will result from future rationalization activities.



