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Sponsored by the City of Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission
and Planning Department, this Corridor Plan was developed fo
address landscape conservation and development-related Issues
along a portion of State Route 49, extending from U.S. Highway
30 northward to U.S. Highway 6, a distance of approximately six
miles. The width of the corridor study area genera_mr extended
from Silhavy Road / Calumet Road eastward to County Road 325,
encompassing an area of approximately ten square miles.

The principal objective of the SR 49 Corridor Plan s to provide
planning guid: and design direction for urban
growth and development, regional change, and environmental
management over the next ten to 20 years. The Corridor Plan
£encol itabk rit patt at limit dinated
expansion In order to prmewe the corridor’s natural, cultural
and scenic resources and amenities. The Corridor Plan analyzes
the SR 49 comidor within its regional context: describes the
physical condition of the thoroughfare and Its safety; analyzes
and describes the comidor's infrinsic (natural) and extrinsic
{manmade) resources, qualities, uses and values; and suggests
how these resources are to be managed.

Analysis of reglonal and local programs and plans, it

additional transportation and utilities infrastructure improvements
are warranted.

The SR 49 thoroughfare will always remain a critical regional
link between the Porter County Regional Airport and its adjacent
industrial activity, and the Port of Indiana-Bums Harber on the
shore of Lake Michigan. In 2011, the SR 49 thoroughfare’s
level of service (LOS) rating was- G. In anticipation of increased
vehicular traffic the SR 49 thordughfare must improve its LOS.
The presence of a signaled intersection at CO Rd 500 and the
compiebe hcku!sigmlzaﬂonatﬂ‘ﬂ interchange of SR 49 and
CR E 600 N contribute to this low LOS rating. Through reductions
in the thoroughfare’s net use by providing increased connectivity
within the network of county roads within the corridor combined
with new thoroughfares will increase SR 49's capacity to provide
efficlent and convenient through access to northern and southem
destinations.

While there are several hundred acres of developable land within
the SR 49 corridor, few parcels are ready for developmert. The
lack of adequate transportation infrastructure leaves many large
parcels inaccessible. Most sites do not have access to utilities or
e. To remain competitive within the

and workshops conducted with stakeholders and extensive
field reconmaissance revealed several significant lssues that
will uttimately drive residential and comimercial growth trends,
economic development initiatives, transportation and utilities
infrastructure improvements, within the context of natural
resources management and presenation of landscape character
within and around the SR 49 carridor. The City of Valparalso is the
largest municipality In Porter County, and provides a slgnificant
employment base and services. The Porter County Regional
‘Alrport [s positioning tself to become a mult-modal transportation
hub and will p Industrial D within the district.
The development of the Porter County Reglonal Hospital complex
at the intersection of U.S. Highway € and SR 49, as well as the
Valparaiso Health Center at the junction of SR 43 and CR E 500N
has established a valued health care services-oriented trajectory
for the corridor that will draw resh:lem; from the H‘lree—county

rate of 3,000 |:H'sms per decade [:nrnbllned with the slga'ltﬂca'li
‘planned expansion of Valparaiso University will create additional
demand for services. While the Vale Park Road interchange
improvements provide opportunities to access new lands for
additional residential and comimerclal growth and development,

reglonand In on:lerm attract businesses and services associated
with the biomed/biotech economic sector and develop a Class A
office park environment within the SR 49 corridor will require that
developable sttes and properties be “shovel ready.”

It Is understood that growth and development will occur within
the region, within Porter County, and within the SR 49 comidor.
Several provisional goals, strategles, actions and Initiatives for the
SR 49 corridor were developed to advance the desires of local
citizens and community leaders who have a stake in the future of
the SR 49 corridor, and want to preserve arid manage landscape
character of the comdor in the face of potentially rapid resideritial
and commercial growth and development.

A key goal of the Corridor Plan |s to consolidate high-quality
office / professional development close to the SR 49 thoroughfare

~ that Port nty
large portions of developable land, and wntﬁ"%é health ce
campus proposed at the interchange of SR 49 and CR E 500 N
an arterial thoroughfare Is proﬁose&m rum just east of and parallel
to 5R 49, This thoroughfare, named Memorial Drive Extended,
will fntersect Vale Park Road and continue southward, where it

in order to preserve agricultural lands and the rural landscape

will provide access to additional lands for office park development
as well as a proposed multi-family housing development, before
connecting with the Eastport Centre Technology Park and beyond
to the expanding Porter County Regional Alrport.

An ambitious plan, the development of Memorial Drive Extended
ensures a coherent pattern of contiguous development that
prevents sprawl and preserves open space and rural landscape
character. The !:I'Dpaseﬁ trmughrate promotes connectivity and
daccess to n corridors while
providing synergies with adjacent complementary land uses.

Additiorial landscape p and it
strategies are organized within four focus areas: rg-;ldenlja!
and commercial growth and development; transportation
Infrastructure; utilities infrastructure; economic development and
corridor promotion.




CHAPTER 1.0, INTRODUCTION

---------‘

| In the year 2035...

Over the next 20 years the lands, resources and amenities within the
State Route 49 corridor will be developed, ged and d to:

.0, SCENARIO AND CONCEPT LEVEL PLANNING
mmula r P rf nitial and

*  improve transportation safety, linkages, access and connectivity;

* accommodate and promote opportunities for appropriate
economic development, job creation and residential growth;

+ enhance varieties of landscape experience through the creation
of new recreational amenities and opportunities;

CHAPTER 4.0, IMPLEMENTATION
Cha 4.0 r plan implementation, des

= perpetuate the scenic gualities of the comidor's unigue
wilderness, semi-wilderness and agricultural landscapes;

«  improve the quality of life and economic wellbeing of the citizens

of Valparaiso and Porter County, while sustaining their values
and sense of place.
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