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MEETING AGENDA 

Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals 
Tuesday, April 17th, 2018 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 166 W. Lincolnway 
 
1.  Roll Call 
2. Adoption of March 20th 2018 Meeting Minutes 
3. Presentation by Analisa Warning, Chair of the Ethics Commission 
4.  Old Business 
 
      NONE 
 
5.  New Business 
 
VAR18-004 A petition filed by Brent Wagner, 54 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso, IN 46383.  The 
petitioner requests a variance from Article 2, Section 2.303, of the Valparaiso Unified 
Development Ordinance, to vary the required detached accessory structure height of 17 feet, to 
allow for a height of 28 feet.  A variance from Article 2, Section 2.303, to vary the maximum 
accessory structure size of 600 square feet, to allow for an accessory structure of 848 square 
feet.  The property is located at 56 Chicago Street, in the NC-60, Neighborhood Conservation 
Zoning District. 
 
VAR18-005 A petition filed by Jeff Brown, 4701 Airport Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46383. The 
petitioner requests a variance from Article 11, Section 11.305, of the Valparaiso Unified 
Development Ordinance, to vary the required front yard setback of 65 feet, to allow for a front 
yard setback of 26 feet. The property is located at 4711 Airport Drive, in the INH, Heavy 
Industrial Zoning District. 
 
VAR18-006 A petition filed by Pratt Paper (IN) LLC, 1800-C, Sarasota Parkway, Conyers, GA 
30013.  The petitioner requests a variance from Article 3, Section 3.505, of the Valparaiso 
Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the required front yard setback of 25 feet, to allow for 
a zero lot line setback for the construction of an enclosed conveyor system that will connect two 
buildings, located on separate lots.   The property is located at 3155 State Road 49, in the INH, 
Heavy Industrial Zoning District. 
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VAR18-007 A petition filed by LJF Investments, LLC. c/o Todd A. Leeth, Hoeppner Wagner & 
Evans LLP, 103 E. Lincolnway, Valparaiso, IN 46383. The petitioner requests modification of the 
building materials and building design that were part of the reasonable conditions of the 
Findings of Fact, for cases SE16-009, UV16-002, VAR16-004, VAR17-026 and SE17-001.  The 
property is located at 151 and 153 Morgan Boulevard, in the RT, Residential Transition Zoning 
District. 
 
VAR18-008 A petition filed by MM Valpo LLC, c/o Marc Realty 55 East Jackson Street, Suite 500, 
Chicago, IL 60604.  The petitioner requests a variance from Article 3, Section 3.505, of the 
Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the required rear yard setback of 30 feet, to 
allow for a zero lot line rear yard setback for the construction of an enclosed conveyor system 
that will connect two buildings, located on separate lots.  The property is located at 3155 State 
Road 49, in the INH, Heavy Industrial Zoning District. 
 
 
6.  Adjournment 
     Michael Micka, President – Board of Zoning Appeals 
     Tyler Kent, Planning Director 
     Next Meeting:  May 15th, 2018        
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VALPARAISO BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 20, 2018 

 

The regular meeting of the Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals was held at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 in the Valparaiso City Hall Council Chambers.  Mike Micka presided. 

 

Members present were:  Diane Worstell, Elizabeth Lynn, Melanie Trowbridge Ryan Wright, and 

Mike Micka.  Also present were Attorney Ethan Lowe, Tyler Kent, citizens, and representatives 

of the press.    

 

MINUTES: 

Diane Worstell made a motion to approve the February 20, 2018 minutes as submitted.  Melanie 

Trowbridge seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken and unanimously carried 5-0.    

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

VAR18-003 – A petition filed by Ellen Parker, 503 Garfield Avenue, Valparaiso, IN.  The 

petitioner requests a variance from Article 2, Section 2.303, of the Valparaiso Unified 

Development Ordinance, to vary the maximum accessory structure size of 600 square feet to 

allow for an accessory structure of 720 square feet. The property is located at 503 Garfield 

Avenue, in the Neighborhood Conservation (NC-60) Zoning District. Ellen Parker and Aaron 

Burke presented.  We would like to extend our garage space to allow for a work bench and 

proper storage of our tools, etc.  The additional four feet is on the side so we may move things in 

and our more easily.  We purchased this property recently and the existing garage is very small 

and not aesthetically pleasing.  The driveway also needs to be upgraded.  Street parking is 

common in this area but we would like to be able to help that congestion by parking in our own 

garage and driveway.  The proposed improvements include altering the gutter drainage pattern to 

not drain toward the neighbor as it does now.  This will be a definite improvement to our 

property and to the area overall.  

 

Public Hearing: 

Mike Micka asked if any of the public would like to speak in favor of or in opposition of this  

petition. Mr. Micka also asked that the public address their questions to the Plan Commission  

while at the same time the petitioner will take notes and respond at one time.   

 

Paula Keller, 406 Garfield Avenue, asked how tall will the proposed garage be and if it will only  

be one story? 

 

Ms. Parker’s Rebuttal: 

• The plans show a height of nineteen (19) feet. 

• The structure is only one story, but will allow for storage up above.   

 

The public hearing was closed and question/comments were heard from the Members. 

 

Q:  Does the proposed garage require a variance in terms of setback from the neighbor’s 

 property? 

A: No.  Just for the square footage. 

Q: The existing garage and existing gravel drive will be removed and the new added on off of  

 the alley? 

A: Yes.  

Q: What are the plans for the existing driveway after the new driveway is in place? 

A: To be seeded and landscaped. 

 

Tyler Kent requests any approval be contingent upon the design of the building being as  

proposed and per the plan submitted.  Architecturally it is consistent with the existing home. 

 

Motion:  Ryan Wright made a motion to approve VAR18-003 to vary the maximum accessory 

structure size of 600 square feet to allow for an accessory structure of 720 square feet contingent 

upon the design of the building being as proposed and per the plan submitted.  Such approval 

will not be injurious to the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community, it will 

provide attractive and affordable housing; will not affect the use and value of the area adjacent to 
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the property included in the variance in a substantially adverse manner; arises from practical 

difficulties in the use of the property in conformity with the Zoning Ordinance; and the petitioner 

will comply with all parking requirements.  Melanie Trowbridge seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken and unanimously carried 5-0. 

 

 

STAFF ITEMS:   

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the March 20, 2018 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting was 

adjourned at 7:18 p.m.       

 

 

             

       Mike Micka, President 

 

 

       

Tyler Kent, Executive Secretary 


































































































































