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MEETING AGENDA 

Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals 
Tuesday, August 20th, 2019, 7:00 PM 
653 Hayes Leonard Road 
 
1.  Roll Call 
2. Adoption of July 16th, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
3. Old Business 
4. New Business 
 
VAR19-008 – A petition filed by Michael Centracchio, 3710 Cottonwood Ln, Valparaiso, 
IN 46385. The petitioner requests a variance from Article 2, Section 2.301, Table 2.301, 
of the Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the required twenty-five (25) 
feet rear yard setback, to allow for a setback of twelve (12) feet. The property is located 
at 3710 Cottonwood Ln, in the General Residential (GR) Zoning District.  
 
VAR19-009 – A petition filed David Richardson, 65 Nicholas Dr., Valparaiso, IN 46385. 
The petitioner requests a variance from Article 2, Section 2.303 (D), of the Valparaiso 
Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the required three (3) feet rear yard setback to 
allow for a two (2) feet rear yard setback. The property is located at 505 Garfield Ave., in 
the Neighborhood Conservation 60 (NC-60) Zoning District. 
 
VAR19-011 - A petition filed by Tom Steindler, 10740 US HWY 30, Wanatah, IN 46390.  .  
The petitioner requests a variance from Article 5, Section 5.302, of the Valparaiso 
Unified Development Ordinance, to allow for reverse Illuminated signs in a residential 
zoning district. A variance from Article 5, Section 5.302 to vary the required maximum 
sign area for an institution from the maximum thirty-six (36) square feet, to allow for a 
total of 222.05 sq. ft. of on-site signage, 56 sq. ft. for the monument sign, 119.7 sq. ft. 
for the Channel Letters and 46.35 sq. ft. for the Reverse Illuminated Channel Letters. 
The property is located at 2702 Glendale Blvd., in the Suburban Residential (SR) Zoning 
District.  
 
VAR19-012/UV19-003 – A petition filed by Darrin Jolas, 121 W. Wacker Drive, Suite 400, 
Chicago, IL 60601.  The petitioner requests a use variance from Article 11, Section 
11.305, Paragraph C, Item 4, of the Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to allow 
for Institutional Residential. A variance from Article 3, Section 3.505, Table 3.505, to 
vary the maximum building height of thirty-five (35) feet to allow for a building height of 
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forty-eight (48) feet. A variance from Article 9, Section 9.201, Table 9.201, to vary the 
required 171 Parking Spaces to allow for 50 Parking spaces. A variance from Article 9, 
Section 9.201, Table 9.201, to vary the required 6 Loading spaces to allow for 1 loading 
space. A variance from Article 2, Section 2.518, Paragraph B to vary the required access 
provided by a street classified as a collector or greater, to allow for access provided by a 
street classified as a local street. The Property is located at 355 West St., in the 
Commercial General (CG) Zoning District.  
 

VAR19-013 – A petition filed by Frederick Frey, 407 Washington St., Valparaiso, IN 
46383. The petitioner requests a variance from Article 3, Section 3.501, Table 3.501 of 
the Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the required twenty-five (25) 
feet rear yard setback to allow for a twelve (12) feet rear yard setback. A variance to 
vary the required twenty (20) feet street yard setback to allow for a sixteen (16) feet 
street yard setback. The property is located 3107 Churchview Dr. in the General 
Residential (GR) Zoning District.  
 
 

5.  Adjournment 
     Michael Micka, President – Board of Zoning Appeals 
     Tyler Kent, Planning Director 
     Next Meeting: September 17th, 2019        
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VALPARAISO BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 16, 2019 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals was held at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 in the temporary Valparaiso City Hall Council Chambers, located at 653 

Hayes-Leonard Road, Valparaiso.  Mike Micka presided. 

 

Members present were Byron Martin, Melanie Trowbridge, Diane Worstell, and President Mike 

Micka.  Also present were Tyler Kent, Attorney Christopher Ripley, citizens, and representatives 

of the press.    

 

MINUTES: 

Byron Martin made a motion to approve the June 18, 2019 minutes as submitted.  Melanie 

Trowbridge seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken and unanimously carried 4-0.    

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

VAR19-006 - A petition filed by Valparaiso Parks Department c/o John Seibert, 3210 N. 

Campbell Street, Valparaiso, IN.  The petitioner requests a variance from Article 5, Section 

5.202, of the Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to allow for off-premise 

advertisements to be placed on a ground sign for Park Department related activities.  A variance 

from Article 5, Section 5.101, to allow for an internally illuminated sign to be permitted in the 

Public Space (PS), Zoning District.  Valpo Parks Director John Seibert presented.  Also present 

was Valpo Parks Facilities Director Dan McGuire.  Old Fairgrounds Park had a marquee sign for 

over 20 years, since the early 1990’s located close to the corner of Calumet and Evans Avenues.  

Over the years, the sign deteriorated to the point that it had to be removed, however, funding was 

not available at the time to replace the sign immediately.  In 2015 the Park Department worked 

with this Board on a downtown marquee sign at Central Park Plaza.  At this time, we would like 

to upgrade the Central Park Plaza sign digital board to allow for better pixel resolution and 

repurpose the current digital board into a new marquee sign at Old Fairgrounds Park.  The new 

sign will be installed at the same location as the previous sign for over 20 years and there were 

no issues with traffic, sight lines, etc.  Old Fairgrounds Park has thousands of users annually and 

the sign serves half a million participants in programs and facilities.    

 

Public Hearing:  Mike Micka asked if any of the public would like to speak in favor of or in 

opposition of this petition. Mr. Micka also asked that the public address their questions to the 

Board Members while at the same time the petitioner will take notes and respond at one time.   

 

Mr. Jim Bertholet, 1307 Fairlane Drive, questioned where the sign will be placed and if it will be 

lit 24 hours per day? 

 

Ms. Wanda Speak, 407 Harrison Blvd., questioned how many lumens will the sign have? 

 

Mr. Seibert’s rebuttal: 

• The new sign will be placed where the former sign was.  Along Calumet Avenue north of 

the Evans Avenue intersection.   

• The sign will come on at 6:00 a.m. and turn off at midnight every day. 

• The sign will have an automatic dimmer that will adjust to sunlight and darkness.  The 

maximum daytime lumens are 1,200 and nighttime is 500-600.   

 

The public hearing was closed, and questions/comments were heard from the Members. 

 

Member Melanie Trowbridge advised she will be recusing herself from this case due to her being 

a member of the Valpo Parks Foundation Board of Directors.   

 

Q:  Is the off-premise advertising non-commercial and for advertising park related event,  

programs, activities happening within the park department system at all parks? 

A:  Yes. 
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Q:  Will this reduce the number of independent banners on the fence? 

A:  Yes.   

Q:  And you understand there is to be no animation, blinking, flashing, etc. A static message is 

allowed with one change per day? 

A: Yes.   

 

Motion:  Diane Worstell made a motion to approve VAR19-006 to allow for off-premise 

advertisements to be placed on a ground sign for Park Department related activities with the 

condition that the message will be a static message (no animation, blinking, flashing, etc.) only 

with one change allowed per day, and will be lit from 6:00 a.m. to midnight daily.  Such 

approval will not be injurious to the health, safety or public welfare of the community; will not 

affect the use of the adjacent properties; arises from practical difficulties; and the petitioner will 

comply with all parking requirements.  Byron Martin seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken and unanimously carried 3-0.  Melanie Trowbridge abstained.     

 

VAR19-007 – A petition filed by Goren and Ilija Krusaroski, 1625 Blue Heron Court, Crown 

Point, IN.  The petitioner requests a variance from Article 3, Section 3.503, Table 3.503, of the 

Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the required lot width of 45 feet to allow for 

a lot width of 44 feet for single-family attached homes located at 3100 and 3102 Winter Park 

Drive, in the General Residential (GR) Zoning District.  Mr. Goren Krusaroski presented.  This 

property was originally platted and approved in the County, and later annexed into the City.  We 

are requesting a one-foot lot width variance from 45 feet to 44 feet to build duplex units.  This is 

consistent with neighboring lots. 

 

Motion:  Byron Martin made a motion to approve VAR19-007 to vary the required lot width of 

45 feet to allow for a lot width of 44 feet for single-family attached homes located at 3100 and 

3102 Winter Park Drive.  Such approval will not be injurious to the health, safety or public 

welfare of the community; will not affect the use of the adjacent properties; arises from practical 

difficulties; and the petitioner will comply with all parking requirements.  Melanie Trowbridge 

seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken and unanimously carried 4-0.   

 

STAFF ITEMS: 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the July 16, 2019 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting was 

adjourned at 7:21 p.m.       

 

        

 

             

       Mike Micka, President 

 

 

 

       

Tyler Kent, Executive Secretary 












































































































































































































